Identification of bovine carriers of Moraxella bovis by comparative cultural examinations of ocular and nasal secretions.
The carrier state of Moraxella bovis was investigated, using bacteriologic examinations of ocular and nasal secretions from cattle under experimental and natural conditions of exposure and management. Moraxella bovis was isolated throughout the year from the ocular and nasal secretions of cattle naturally affected with infectious bovine keratoconjunctivitis. There was also 1 case of nasal transmission of M bovis without isolation of M bovis from ocular secretions and 1 case of M bovis isolation from the vagina of a calf contracted by contact with a calf affected with infectious bovine keratoconjunctivitis. The frequency of isolations and duration of infections, as determined by examination of ocular and nasal secretions, indicated that these secretions were comparable in the identification of M bovis carriers. The increased cultural isolations of M bovis from nasal secretions after shipment relative to the number of isolations before shipment indicated that shipment may serve as a stress factor causing an increase in the number of carriers.